
Noordeloos Christian Reformed Church
March 2, 2025—9:30 AM
Entering God’s Presence
Prelude
Welcome
*Call to Worship—Psalm 47:1, 2, 6, 7


*The Lord’s Greeting
*Opening Songs—PH 410 vs. 1-3—Crown Him with Many Crowns
      Build Your Kingdom Here

Renewing Our Relationship
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper—PH 976, responsively
*Song—In Christ Alone
Offering Our Prayers and Gifts
Congregational Prayer
Offering for Camp Geneva
(After the offering, Jesus Loves Me will play and the children are then invited forward for the Children in Worship Dismissal—Ages 3-5)

*Song—Before the Throne of God Above
Hearing the Word of the Lord
Scripture—Ephesians 2:1-10 (page 1133)

Message—Ladder Theology
 
Prayer of Application

*Song—PH 495 vs. 1-3—I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace
Leaving with God’s Peace
*The Lord’s Blessing
*Doxology— PH 495 vs. 4—I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace Postlude

Worship Participants
Worship Leader: Rev. Jul Medenblik
Piano: Stephanie Walters



* Please stand if you are able
Morning Message—March 2, 2025
Rev. Jul Medenblik 
Ephesians 2:1-10
Ladder Theology
See page 2 for outline

Morning Message—March 2, 2025
Rev. Jul Medenblik 

Ephesians 2:1-10—Ladder Theology

Have you ever made a New Year’s Resolution?  What kind?    

Many people make a resolution because they want to be a ________ person.  
Many people also make a resolution because they want to be a better __________ person.    

If a person believes in God, they also have an idea of how to “________ __________” to God. 

I would suggest that many people live with some understanding and even acceptance of “___________ ________________.”

Today, we will focus on one of the central Bible passages which shaped what is called the “___________________.”

Ephesians 2:1-10 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
The Apostle Paul is ___ an advocate of “Ladder Theology.”

___________ to _________ through Jesus Christ!

What is the problem with “Ladder Theology?

“Ladder Theology” leads to either ________  or _________. 

Ladder Theology is when we “rewrite” – Ephesians 2:8-9

“For it is by _________ that you are saved ….”

An illustration of how “Ladder Theology” works:  

PRIDE–Climbing the Ladder and Looking _____ on Others

ANXIETY – Slipping down a step on the ladder and always being anxious and wondering – “Have I _______ Enough?”

Ladder Theology is a type of “______________” with God!

Lesson from Heidelberg Catechism Question and Answer #2:

What do you need to know in order to live and die in the joy of this comfort?

     First, how great my sins and misery are;

     second, how I am delivered from all my sins and misery;

     third, how I am to be thankful to God for such deliverance.

S____________, S____________ and S____________ 
or G____________ , G____________, and G____________ 

Instead of “Ladder” Theology, we need to hold onto 
“___________” Theology

Immanuel – God ___________ Us

Story of Father Damien de Veuster

Instead of Pride or Anxiety, we can have ________________ that God is with us, and He is shaping us – day by day.  


